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Brabant, Europe’s heart of smart solutions






PRESS RELEASE
Tilburg, 14 July 2009
BOM launches website and newsletter for and about foreign companies

As of today the Brabant Development Agency (BOM) has its very own website for and about foreign companies. All the information you might wish to know about foreign activity in Brabant can be found at www.foreigninvestments.eu. BOM has also published an electronic newsletter called NEWSolutions, which is linked to the site. In the first edition you can read all about the new LG Electronics distribution centre in Oosterhout, amongst other things.

One of BOM’s tasks is to bring foreign companies to Brabant. Foreign activity in Brabant makes up a significant part of the province’s economy and accounts for around 15 percent of employment. To date, foreign investment in Brabant has resulted in almost 90,000 direct jobs, while in 2008 the investment amounted to over 100 million Euros – twofold that of 2007. In its agreements with the Ministry of Economic Affairs and the province, BOM has committed itself to obtain a further 220 million Euros in foreign investment and 2,000 new, direct jobs between 2008 and 2011. A part of these agreements also entails increasing market awareness of Brabant. 

“We want to further highlight Brabant and the BrabantStad region abroad using the dedicated website and newsletter,” says Richard L’Ami, Director Foreign Investments at BOM. “We already made these  plans before the economic crisis, so that was not our motivation, although it cannot hurt to profile the region proactively now. We have set our sights on a number of goals in our approach. These naturally include attracting even more foreign companies to Brabant, which is what it’s all about. But as a Project Manager, you must ensure that the spotlight falls on your USP’s – such as the favorable climate in Brabant for setting up shop, the economic drive present in the region, the excellent networking conditions and, for example, the high-tech environment that is of such importance to an increasing number of companies.”

BOM has also taken the opportunity to present itself at www.foreignivestments.eu. “The project managers in my division demonstrate what they can do for foreign companies,” L’Ami says. “And of course we also give foreign companies already established in the province the opportunity to speak.” On the new website one can read testimonials from major American companies such as Amgen (located in Breda), Philip Morris (Bergen op Zoom), FedEx (Veldhoven) and others, as well as the less well-known ones like the Taiwanese Richtek (Eindhoven) – all of whom relate why they came to Brabant and what their experiences have been.

The newsletter NEWSolutions, published by the BOM Foreign Investments department, has been launched at the same time as the website. “We chose the name to demonstrate that Brabant can offer foreign business many intelligent solutions when it comes to realizing new opportunities here. That might be a distribution centre for the European and other markets, setting up an entire production centre, launching a European marketing and sales office or establishing an R&D division.”

The first edition of the newsletter takes a look at the opening of the Indian Tata Consultancy branch in Eindhoven in April as well as the very successful AmCham meeting for American companies in Brabant. But breaking news in the newsletter is the arrival of a completely new distribution centre for the Korean company LG Electronics in Oosterhout. “This also makes the newsletter an excellent medium to demonstrate that, despite the financial crisis, Brabant still has high ambitions for foreign investment,” says L’Ami. “This fact has not escaped others either, such as the leading periodical Supply Chain Magazine, which recently declared Brabant the winner when it comes to foreign investment. 

BOM’s new website was created with the support of Brabant Province, BrabantStad and the European Regional Development Fund OP-Zuid. The electronic NEWSolutions newsletter will appear bimonthly.
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