[image: image1.jpg]BOM FOREIGN INVESTMENTS

Brabant, Europe’s heart of smart solutions






PRESS RELEASE
Tilburg, 14 December 2010
Expat Center Brabant will expand its services in 2011
The Expat Center Brabant was launched on 25 February this year, and this exceptional facility for foreign companies operating in Brabant has already hit the mark. Interest from local companies has been overwhelming, with an ever-increasing number of municipalities participating. And last but not least, many expatriates are already familiar with the center. The Expat Center Brabant is truly a unique entity, and has well-developed plans to increase its services in 2011.

Albert Kivits remembers the kick-off lively. Early 2010 he headed-up the preparation process as the manager of the economical and cultural department of the city of Eindhoven. "There were long talks at first, but in fact we were able to set-up the Expat Center within six months." The initiative at the time came from the Tilburg municipality and the Brabant Development Agency (BOM Foreign Investments). "They got in touch with Eindhoven, where a high priority to the creation of a center for expatriates was allocated", said Kivits. "Eindhoven was to become the pivot of the project, and also organized services for the other municipalities. That was the intention from the very start - the center had to be there for the whole of Brabant."

This is confirmed by Richard l’Ami, Head of BOM Foreign Investments. "The whole province has to benefit from this facility. This understanding resulted in our resources being strongly combined amongst the Immigration and Naturalization Services, the province of Brabant, Brainport Eindhoven, the major towns in Brabant and BOM. Our collective interest prevailed, and that accelerated our entire approach."

Nines and tens
Today the Expat Center Brabant is operating at full steam. "Even during our pilot project with ASML, Fuji, Philips, NXP and Sony we already issued dozens of residence permits," recalls coordinator Ron Stoop. "Those were mostly for information workers and their families. By now we have 25 companies and the universities in Eindhoven and Tilburg are also participating, which means we are also extending our services to include academic researchers and other target groups." Stoop is very pleased with the many positive responses. "In the surveys we are getting nines and tens. Using our quickest system, we are able to arrange all formalities within 12 days. No other expatriate center in the world can match that."

Linked systems
Kivits highlights the fact that Brabant was the first region to link all systems within an expatriate center. "Soon all the municipalities, and consequently all the foreign companies, in Brabant will gain from this. The service desk in Tilburg is already operational. Several other Brabant municipalities will also be linked up soon, including places like Veldhoven, where ASML is based. This means that we can bring the Expat Center even closer to the companies."

Expansion
Ron Stoop shares his plans for the next phase. "In the near future we will offer our services to all companies in Brabant and to more and more target groups – also job-seeking year for foreign graduates and EU-citizens will be able to turn to us for formalities. Also the possibilities of linking additional public service providers, such as SVB, GGD and RDW, will be assessed.

Another major expansion is the so-called Partnership Program. "To better assist expats with trusted services they may need when preparing to come to the Netherlands and during the first months after arrival, we want to set-up a Partnership Program with private service providers. Interested companies may join the Expat Center Brabant Partnership Program by registering on our website

The Expat Center Brabant ranks as the second largest in the Netherlands, right behind Amsterdam. "Where quality and reach are concerned, we are absolute top-notch. And that also underscores the international nature of the Brabant economy," l’Ami concludes. "The Expat Center Brabant gives us yet another unique selling point."

 

www.expatguideholland.com, where also detailed information on the program is available. 
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