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Joint press release from SABIC Innovative Plastics, Cosun and Cargill, the Province of Brabant, AVANS University of Applied Science, BOM (Brabant Development Agency) and NV REWIN West-Brabant (project sponsor)  


20 December 2010


13.5 million for bio-based economy in West Brabant

Today, the Provincial Sates announced that € 13.5 million has been reserved for bio-based ambitions in West-Brabant. The Province is to provide €71 million for sustainable energy – the first step of this investment strategy; this sum has been set aside to boost an “energy transition as an option for innovation and sustainability” for Bio-based Brabant, and to invest in the development of solar energy and innovation (€ 48.7 million) and electric vehicles (€ 10 million). 

Currently, West-Brabant has the unique opportunity to give its bio-based economy  - in which oil or gas are replaced by vegetable materials as raw materials for chemical products – enough critical mass to acquire a highly competitive international position. Provincial Executive Lily Jacobs explains: “By cultivating technology and supporting collaborative projects related to our bio-based economy, we are generating a new industry and reinforcing cooperation between businesses, knowledge institutes and government bodies in the region. All this will also boost enduring employment for the future too.”  Its impact may generate as many as 2,500 new jobs, and this indication is entirely founded on the employment and growth of new companies coming to the region, and does not include current jobs with large, established companies that are already firmly settled in the area.  € 3.5 million of the reserved € 13.5 million has been set aside for the building of a Green Chemistry Campus at Bergen op Zoom, and € 10 million will be put into an investment fund. 

Green Chemistry Campus in Bergen op Zoom
The Province has set aside € 3.5 million for the building of a Green Chemistry Campus with top-notch facilities in Bergen op Zoom. Far better use can be made of new product development if major companies have small technological developers in their vicinity. Industrial estate Theodorushaven in Bergen op Zoom offers the necessary space, on the site of the chemical corporation SABIC.  A recently appointed quartermaster is scouting the market for suitable technological companies, and has identified 20 excellently qualified businesses already, a few of which are already negotiating a move to the campus.  These companies will have access to the infrastructure, facilities and knowledge available at some of the present companies such as SABIC, Cargill and Lamb Weston. 

Alderman Linssen from Bergen op Zoom Council is elated with the news: “Bergen op Zoom Council is delighted with this initiative. It’s providing a wonderful opportunity for new jobs, and will secure a number of companies to our municipality while contributing to a sustainable economy. Together with our partners in the South-western Delta, we are focusing on making a mark by encouraging companies to treat raw materials and end products in new ways; this is the transition from an economy based on fossil fuel to an economy based on green materials. And let’s not forget that we’re working together with AVANS University of Applied Sciences to make a direct connection to education. In other words: companies, educational institutes, the Province, the councils and the development agencies, the BOM (North Brabant Development Agency) and REWIN, have formed a rock-hard bond to make the bio-based economy a reality. The Province’s investment of € 13.5 million is a great way to encourage us!”

Bio-Based Investment Fund
The small technological developers necessary for the Green Chemistry Campus are often at the start-up stage and very much in need of capital for the development and growth plans: they have a promising innovations but are not yet ready for participation from existing funds An investment fund could help them though the “valley of death”. The Province of North Brabant has pledged  € 10 million for an investment fund that may be used to assist them; this boost fund is intended to stimulate the business climate for new industries and knowledge workers  – both on and off campus – in green chemistry. The fund’s focus group consists of fast-growing companies (“excellerators”) and knowledge-intensive corporations. 

Bio-Based Brabant
The Green Chemistry Campus and the bio-based investment fund are both constituents of the Bio-Based Brabant plan, which includes the projects by companies such as  SABIC and Cargill, knowledge institutes such as AVANS University for Applied Sciences, the Province of North Brabant and the development agencies BOM and REWIN West-Brabant to advance green chemistry; this includes operations such as extracting biomolecules from agricultural waste products for products made of high-quality materials, such as plastics and coatings. By means of these operations, they hope to turn West Brabant and Zeeland (Southwest Netherlands) into a Dutch hotspot of a bio-based economy, making it a forerunner of green chemistry in Europe. The Province’s investment of € 13.5 million is the first step towards achieving this ambition. 
 “This is an important step for SABIC Innovative Plastics in Bergen op Zoom,” says Willem Sederel, a leader at SABIC Technology en Innovation and one of the project’s drivers. “It matches SABIC’s global aspirations to produce more sustainably in the coming years and to introduce more sustainable products to the market. We are very pleased with this unique and productive collaboration between private and public parties in the Dutch-Flemish Delta.”

Hotspot Bio-Based West Brabant
In the short term, the campus is to become a Centre for Open Chemical Innovation (COCI) in which off-campus companies (in Bergen op Zoom) may also participate. Cosun is already working intensively to develop the agriculture & food centre Nieuw Prinsenland on the Suikerunie site in the municipality of Steenbergen, and Cosun Food Technology Centre in Roosendaal is closely involved in the various bio-based joint ventures.  Moreover, the Moerdijk harbour district and Roosendaal’s algae development are part of the Bio-Based West-Brabant hotspot.
Education has a prominent position in the Bio-Based Brabant plan: AVANS University of Applied Sciences is taken the lead and has joined the industry and other knowledge institutes (Wageningen University and Research Centre and Eindhoven (University of Technology) to create a Centre of Expertise for bio-based sciences, in which education, knowledge dissemination and research are to be given an important role. 
Ambitions
Besides the Green Chemistry Campus and the Bio-Based Investment fund, the Bio-Based Brabant plan has three other major aspects: 

1. Joint R&D; new products can only be developed if Research and Development is done unitedly. The cross-sector collaborative project between agriculture and chemistry, with education as the indispensable link, will generate new products. The first focus will be on the process development of green performance materials, agricultural chemicals and green coatings/ resins. 

2. Education and Knowledge as an extra driver: in connection with the establishment of the campus, AVANS University of Applied Sciences is involved in setting up a Centre of Expertise for green chemistry with a new curriculum, knowledge valorisation and the deployment of students by means of traineeships and internships. The companies taking part are delighted to be joined by the educational institutes, which will meet the demand for highly educated staff in the future. 
The collaborative project is to be reinforced by academic knowledge institutes such as Wageningen University and Research Centre, Eindhoven University of Technology, Ghent University and Delft University of Technology; these developments may lead to the physical establishment of these knowledge institutes on campus. 

3. Regional branding and promotion: the Southwest Netherlands as a bio-based hotspot. Accordingly, new companies must be encouraged to settle in the region. BOM, REWIN and Impuls Zeeland are very experienced agencies, and shall apply their experience to attract new businesses.  

Note to the media:

Bio-Based Brabant is an initiative by SABIC, Cosun and Cargill, the Province of North Brabant, AVANS University of Applied Science, the Brabant Development Agency and NV REWIN West Brabant (project sponsor) and is supported by Bergen op Zoom Council
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