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PRESS RELEASE
Tilburg, The Netherlands, 3 March 2011

China’s Landwind heads for Brabant
R&D Centre located on Helmond’s High Tech Automotive Campus 

The importer of the Chinese car brand Landwind opened a Research & Development Centre on the High Tech Automotive Campus in Helmond on 1 March  - a move that confirms that this Chinese brand is settling permanently in Europe through the agency of Landwind Motors Corporation (LWMC) Europe. The presence of important technological partners on the High Tech Automotive Campus tipped the scales in the corporation’s choice of Helmond.

Landwind is a division of the Chinese carmaker Jiangling Motors Holding, which manufactures various brands of passenger cars, vans and trucks and produces more than a million cars per year under the Landwind brand. LWMC Europe owns the exclusive sales and distribution rights to this Chinese company in Europe and is introducing Landwind to Europe. Sales are to start in the Netherlands, where LWMC already has a network of 25 dealers, with the first Landwind’s of the CV9 type appearing in showrooms in late March or early April. Landwind was forced to postpone its European plans a few years ago after disappointing results from a crash test for one of the company’s SUVs. In the meantime, however, Landwind’s CV9 passenger car has passed the whole of the EuroNCAP (New Car Assessment Programme) programme successfully, becoming the first Chinese vehicle to obtain a complete European type-rating by undergoing this strict program with positive results and has consequently been approved for all European nations. 

Landwind’s R&D operations on the High Tech Automotive Campus are to include research and test programs for emissions, safety and electric vehicles. The corporation is will be working with other companies on the campus, such as TNO Automotive and Benteler Engineering Services. The presence of these two firms and Landwind’s other technological partners was one of the reasons the company selected the High Tech Automotive Campus in Helmond rather than Tarragona in Spain, which was also in the running for the European base. Other reasons for this location include Helmond’s international working environment and the favorable tax climate. 

Landwind is the first Chinese company to settle in Helmond, although other firms from China have set up branches in other North Brabant towns, particularly in recent years. In most cases, these firms are high-quality technological companies that have planted the roots for their European growth in Brabant.

LWMC Europe worked closely with BOM Foreign Investments, the Netherlands Foreign Investment Agency (NFIA), Brainport Development and the City of Helmond to arrange the arrival of Landwind at the High Tech Automotive Campus. BOM, Brainport Development and NFIA produced a bid book for the Chinese corporation.

Landwind’s R&D Centre in Helmond is starting out with a staff of 6, but its expansion will partly depend on the numbers and kinds of research programs. Its marketing and sales operations will also be based in Helmond. The company has found accommodation in existing business space on the High Tech Automotive Campus and has every kind of modern facility at its disposal.
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